Instructions for Information Sources Assignment
First, review what each of these sources contain.  What sort of information would you find in them?

Thesaurus:  Has synonyms for words, or words that mean the same thing.  It also has phrases that have the same meaning, as well as antonyms (usually).

Dictionary:  This may seem easy, but there are many uses for a dictionary.  First, you use it to find the meaning of words (definition).  You can also find the pronunciation.  Those are the most obvious.  However, you can also use a dictionary to find what part of speech a word is, what the word origin is, how it divides into syllables, and how to spell a word.

Almanac:  You may not have used an almanac before, but it contains all kinds of facts.  You can find facts about sports such as Super bowl scores; facts about disasters such as the worst earthquake or tornado ever recorded; facts about crime—like how many people were murdered in your own state in any given year.  It also lists awards for all kinds of things.  An almanac can make any research paper better—it makes it look like you’ve done a lot more work than you really have!

Atlas:  A book of maps.  Sometimes it’s a world atlas and shows all the countries.  If it’s a U.S. Atlas, it’ll show the states.  If it’s a travel atlas, it’ll show all the roads.  You can also see all the lakes, rivers, oceans, etc.

You also need to know the parts of a book that help you find information.
Title Page:  Usually only contains the title of the book, the author, the publisher, and the place it was published.
Copyright Page:  Is on the back of the title page, and has copyright information, including the copyright date.  This is important to know so you’ll know how recent the information is.

Table of Contents:  This usually only gives chapter titles, not specific information about where information in the book is located.  

Index:  THIS is where you’ll find specific information and the page it is located on.
Now complete the first page of the handout, titled “Which Source?”

Before going on to the second page, view the Primary Sources PowerPoint.

Now do the exercises on pages 2 and 3.  One thing you need to know is what a journal is.  No, it’s not like a diary.  Here we are talking about professional journals.  There are medical journals, technology journals, computer journals, even a school library journal.  People who get articles published in these journals really have to do their research.  They don’t just publish anything.  You can find these journals in a University library, but what’s really great is you can find the articles in a database right on the internet.  You use the internet because it’s faster, right?  Well this database doesn’t contain all the garbage you’ll get on a Google search – it ONLY gives you the good stuff.  I showed you where to find it at the beginning of the year.  Go to Pioneer Library at pioneer.uen.org.  Then click on EBSCO.
After you’ve finished page 3, turn to page 4.  List 5 of the best sources of information you can think of for the topics listed.  Don’t you dare put “internet” or “Google” (or any other search engine) for an answer!  If you name a website, be sure to name what the website is and the URL.  Try thinking of other sources, though, and don’t forget about books.  Try to think of primary sources, too.  Then go back and pick which source you think is best, and circle it with a RED pencil or pen.  Then look again and pick a source that is PRIMARY and circle it in BLUE.

Hand your completed paper in to Mrs. Wilson in the library.  She will score it and give it to your teacher.
